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Matilda: The Musical

Emily H. and Ruby G.

Putting together a musical is no easy task ? one that 

requires the collaboration of many people with different 

skills. There are sets and costumes to be designed and 

created, lights and other equipment to be set up, and lines 

and choreography to be learned, all tied together by 

countless hours of rehearsal. This is a familiar process to 

the people who participate in Oak Hill?s drama program, 

where this year?s musical was Matilda Jr (based on the book by Roald Dahl). Four 

performances and hundreds of tickets later, feedback for the musical from students was 

generally positive, with one finding it ?absolutely amazing, I loved it!? and another saying it 

was ?kind of cringy, but in a fun way.?

Those who were involved in the production shared their positive experiences. ?I like the 

idea of being part of a group of people who also like musicals,? stated one student 

involved in the cast. 8th grader Ella M. said, ?My favorite part about being in the musical 

was how devoted everyone was to it. Everyday at rehearsal I saw people working hard no 

matter their role, and it was amazing to see everything come together for the shows!?

An important group of people that contributes to the process is the stage crew. The 

curtains are operated by students, as well as the two spotlights and the lightboard that 

controls the lights of Oak Hill?s auditorium. Others work with the microphones and 

speakers and maintain a soundboard. The Shift Crew moves the sets and props around on 

stage, while people who work in Front of House sell tickets. Students also prepare 

costumes, hair, and makeup for the cast. 
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None of this would?ve been possible without the staff. Mr. Bueno, the 

Director, Choreographer and Costume Designer; Mr. Cutler, the Musical 

Director; Ms. Colella, the Producer; Ms. Deschaines, the Choreographer; 

and Mr. Perez, the Technical Director all worked tirelessly to put together 

the musical. It was not without challenges, according to Mr. Bueno, as ?Oak 

Hill students are generally overbooked with many different activities, so 

scheduling so that everyone can be at rehearsals they need to be at is troublesome.? Ms. 

Colella, who is in charge of the ticketing process, said, ?It?s challenging when we?re taking 

tickets and we?re the middle man between parents and students, but we have dedicated 

staff to make the process as streamlined as possible.? However, she also expressed that 

she enjoyed ?seeing the friendships and discoveries made during the creative process,? 

while Mr. Bueno liked ?hearing the applause.?

This isn?t the only chance for students to be involved in Oak Hill?s theater program this 

year. The spring play, called The Internet is Distract-OH LOOK, A KITTEN! has already held 

auditions  and the cast is hard at work. Ms. Colella said,  ?I am looking forward to finding a 

cast who is enthusiastic about making memories together and putting a smile on the 

audience?s faces.? The Theater Program has given many students at Oak Hill countless 

great opportunities to do just that and it will hopefully continue to do so for many years to 

come.



The 6th Grade Social

Kai P. & Sofia C.

This year, the 6th grade social was held in late January and it was a 

great time for over 180 students. While there was doubt about 

whether the social was even going to happen, 6th graders were 

happy to have time to relax, eat, hang out with friends, and get their 

party on while dancing to a DJ or taking silly photos with all of their 

friends. The night had something for everyone.

 This social is only held for the sixth grade. According to Mr. Harutunian, ?In the past, we?ve 

done an open gym time, movies, and dances in the cafeteria, but we stopped doing it 

because of Covid.? It seems that this activity has come back and the 6th grade participation 

showed how thankful they are for it! 

Even before the music turned on, excitement was in the air, and it 

only grew as it became more of a party. There were snacks, 

drinks, and pizza. The vast majority who went loved it, calling it a 

?real party? due to the energy in the room! Lights were flashing, 

music was playing, and everyone was partying. Those who 

wanted a more chill experience were able to watch Shrek and play 

basketball. A couple of lucky kids even went crowd surfing! 

Mr. Harutunian added, ?We used to and will probably continue doing socials at this time of 

the year because it is halfway through the school year, as it is a great opportunity to meet 

new people.? From all accounts, it appears that the the 6th grade social was an event to 

remember! 

Welcome, Nurse Lustenberger

Jacob B. &  Josh T.

There is a new nurse at Oak Hill. Ms. Lustenberger recently joined the community 

recently and said she is having a good time at the school so far. She has felt 

welcomed in spite of the challenge to learn people?s names. Nurse Lustenberger 

has worked in schools in Virginia and New Jersey and always wanted to be a nurse 

ever since she was a kid. She took care of her pets as a child, and although she 

didn?t take a nursing curriculum in college, she went to extra schooling after 

college. We welcome her to Oak Hill!



Grades: Stressful?

Dhruv D., Deesha M. 

Grades are important, but they can be very stressful, especially for 6th graders who may 

be new the middle school system. Some people think that grading students is good, but 

others think otherwise. 

6-3 student Emma L. stated, ?Grades can be stressful for 

some people, but they help you see what you need to focus 

or work more on.? While grades can pressure people, only 

9.3% want the whole system removed. Another student said, 

?Grades are generally based on how much effort someone 

put in, and how much they got correct. But, I think our 

grading system is a bit harsh.? And another Oak Hill student 

stated ?I think that it is good to see where our work stands against the criteria, but I don't 

think grades should be used as a  negative regarding student performance.  A percentage 

isn't always the best approach for grading a piece of work.? 

Some teachers, on the other hand, think that there is 

nothing to be stressed about. The 6-2 teachers have said 

that kids keep worrying that if they don?t do well then 

they won't get into a good college and that becomes the 

greatest of their worries. In the past, rather than giving 

grades they would write a paragraph about the students 

progress. Parents got stressed and kept asking what their child?s grades were and thus, the 

teachers went back to the regular grading system. Some teachers agreed that grades are 

just motivation to get a ?number on an assignment?, not to learn for the sake of curiosity.

There are a lot of mixed feelings about grades showing that people must see both sides. 

No matter how stressful grades are, they can still be beneficial.



Food Drive

Adie K., Max K., Sasha H. 

In years past, Oak Hill has  organized successful food drives to 

benefit Newton's Centre Street Food Pantry, which is part of a 

larger organization that stretches throughout all of 

Massachusetts. It helps supply food to people who are 

experiencing food insecurity. Previously, Oak Hill collected 2,000 

items  and this year, the school topped that. Organizing the drive 

was a result of 7th grade students Misha K, Isabella C. D., Haiden 

C., Neal Z., Elise L., Kieran M., Tia A., Ryan W., Lucy T., Parker V., 

and Maddie P. working together with administrators and  teachers. 

This year, Oak Hill donated over 2298 food items. In the 6th grade, Mr. Bunting?s 

homeroom brought the most food with 381 items. Ms. Marks' 7th grade homerooms 

brought in 241 items, and in 8th grade, Ms. Dempsey?s students donated 198 items.  Ms. 

Srinivasan, 7th and 8th-grade science teacher confirmed  that this year 's drive brought  in 

more than last year [2298 items], so we did exceed last year.? 

?We had rooms that donated around 200 and some that did not donate 

any items. It depends on the students who want to win?, says Elise, a 7-1 

student and one of the organizers of the drive.  Ms. Srinivasan added 

?The school is donating because the whole point of the drive is to help 

people.? Elise also shared that she ?likes organizing things. It?s also fun 

to see how much our school has participated 

in this.? ?The pantry is not expecting a certain 

amount of things. Some of the stuff is not even what they end up 

giving out.? she also stated. ?Not all of the donations given are 

actually used," and the items that are not given are stored in 

case they will need them in the future. The Oak Hill community 

has done it once again, helping others in a time of need, and 

taking care of one another. The Oak Hill students showed that 

they can do an incredible job of donating items and there are 

now high expectations for future drives. 



Environmental Sustainability at Oak Hill

Andrew P.

Climate change is causing disasters all over the world. From drastic floods that caused 

one-third of Pakistan to be underwater to droughts in California leaving people without 

water, the effects are widespread. ?It 's really a concern, but I am extremely optimistic,? said 

newly retired 7th grade science teacher Ms. Marks.

Oak Hill has done multiple things to be more sustainable. New 

buildings in Newton use electric heating including Oak Hill?s 

new addition.  Oak Hill added solar panels to the roof. These 

both reduce carbon emissions. For a time Oak Hill had a 

compost bin in the cafeteria, but it ended when the school 

went into lockdown for Covid. ?Food waste is a huge 

contributor to greenhouse gas emissions,? said Stephenie 

Gilman, director of planning, project management, and 

sustainability for the Newton Public Schools. In the near future, 

Oak Hill will be getting solar canopies for its parking lot like the ones at the Newton Free 

Library and Newton South.

There are also many things that students can do, such as taking more sustainable 

transportation to school. ?Oak Hill is doing a great job on this,? said Stephenie Gilman. 

Students who live close to the school can walk or bike to school. Students who live further 

can take the bus instead of being driven. 

Additionally, there are other things students can do. ?It would be 

great if we could get more students involved in the garden club,? 

said Dr. Bercaw.  ?Is there more that can be done? I?m sure,? said 

Ms. Marks. One thing that could be better is to reduce waste. Dr. 

Bercaw says he doesn?t know how much waste Oak Hill produces, 

but ?it seems like a lot?. In classrooms tissues, papers, old masks, 

wrappers, gum, and many other things are thrown away. In the 

cafeteria, a lot of food and plastic utensils get thrown away. It is 

estimated that the U.S. produces about 170 million metric tons of carbon dioxide from 

food waste alone. Oak Hill Middle School is no different.

In spite of more to do, Ms. Marks said that she really thinks students understand the 

causes and effects of climate change. ?I think that we do a good job in the science 

department.?  In the future, OHMS will hopefully continue to be more environmentally 

friendly; however, it is in the hands of its students, and their actions. 



Bake Sales

Sofia C., Kai P. 

Bake sales are becoming more and more common around Oak Hill, with even non-club 

groups such as Ms. Zhang's Mandarin class having a bake sale. So why have one? Clearly, 

it?s to raise money. The groups need funding to continue their journey but after the money 

is collected, what are they doing with it? 

First, the money goes to Mr. Harutunian, who then counts the money and sorts it out. He 

then places the money in a safe or gives it to the P.T.O (Parent Teacher Organization) to 

deposit to the bank. When the money is needed for the club?s purpose, the P.T.O. writes a 

check and gives it to the club. It is a rather simple process.

Last year the Library Task Force held a bake sale and used the money to buy new books 

for the library. The Hebrew Club raised money for wounded soldiers in Israel so that they 

could relax over the holidays. Still, why are there so many bake sales happening recently? 

Well, that can be attributed to the kids. 

Awhile back, when the 8th grade was organizing its 

trips to New York City, they held very successful bake 

sales. Bake sales weren?t all that popular, but it was 

an exciting idea and good way to raise money quickly. 

When other groups saw their success they 

announced similar bake sales. According to Mr. 

Harutunian, we saw  ?In 7 minutes the people had 

earned $350!? They were able to use the money for 

everything they needed, responsibly of course. 

Groups in the school began took advantage of this newfound opportunity, and the 

number of bake sales across the school doubled, then tripled! There is currently a bake 

sale mania, and it seems that it may be for the entire year as well! 

Bake sales continue to be a delicious way to support clubs and raise money. One thing?s 

for sure: Bake sales are here to stay and no one?s complaining. This bake sale trend is one 

thing we can all enjoy, and to those of you who feel starved at the end of school, your 

savior is here.



Creative Arts Program

Josh T. & Jacob B.

Recently, the 6th grade was visited by  author Marika McCoola.  These presentations don?t 

just come unplanned,  as they are organized by the Creative Arts Program. 

The Creative Arts program, according to director Stacey Moriarty, 

was originally started in 1960. ?It was an ad hoc group of parent 

volunteers trying to figure out the best way to bring enrichment 

into their schools.? As Dr. Bercaw also says, ?Ms. Winer, Ms. 

Stehle, and Ms. Deschaines work with teachers by grade level to 

choose which ones will be the most exciting and educational for 

students.?  

Ms. Stehle follows up with ?We?re given a list of people by the city?s creative arts and 

sciences, and then I email every teacher every presenter?s description of their event, and a 

google form where they vote for their top 3 choices.? 

Oak Hill has had many different visitors. For example, activist Ruby 

Bridges zoomed in to talk with 8th grade. Storyteller/singer 

Charlotte Blake Alston will visit the 7th grade as well. The 

multi-instrumentalist, sound designer, and singer Brent Daniels 

took a trip to the 6th grade during the year. 

The 6th grade students and adults seem to like the recent 

performance of the Creative Arts Program organized by Urban Improv. Teaching assistant 

Mrs. Patel said she liked the topics such as microaggressions 

targeted at the LGBTQIA+ community and communities of color 

because they seemed very real. She said it was well worth the 

time. 

Other students liked the performance as well.  Derek L. from 

6-1 said, ?It was good and it helped people understand what 

microaggressions meant and how they impacted other people 

in the school.? Alec C. from 6-3 said, ?It was informational, a 

litt le helpful for people to know when they experienced 

microaggressions.? Ella C. from 6-1 said, ?It was informational and important.? 

The Creative Arts and Sciences program is an excellent opportunity for students and 

teachers alike to be exposed to something different while having fun and learning new and 

important things. 



One School, One Book  

Kieran M., Madeline P., and Neva H.

This year 's One School, One Book was Linked, by Gordan Korman.  

The book told from different perspectives is about a small town 

called Chokecherry, where nothing interesting ever happened. 

Then, one day, a swastika is painted on school property. More and 

more are painted in the next few weeks, so the school decides to 

take action. They try to take on the project of making 6 million 

paper chain loops in honor of the number of Jewish people who 

died in the Holocaust. Together they find out where the hate is 

coming from. 

Ms. Stehle, the Oak Hill librarian, says, ?It 's my hope that students 

will become more aware of the effects of hate speech and 

recognize their power in making positive change in our community.? This is a very positive idea 

behind OSOB (One School One Book), but a student who helped to make the Linked 

Anti-Semitism slideshow says, ?The idea is nice, but the execution wasn?t done that well.? She 

also thinks that the book was ?not realistic, and the topic was too heavy, for the story which was 

too light-hearted.? Other students countered that, saying that OSOB has been a way of 

connecting students to one another, and preventing what happened in Linked to happen again. 

Mr. McGraw shared, ?I think that when everybody 

is reading the same book, there is more incentive 

to actually finish it. The book was okay. I didn't 

love it, but I enjoyed it.  It addresses an important 

issue and it turned out to be a really timely book 

for this school because of events that happened 

around that time.? Ariel H. says that ?It brings the 

community together especially if it is about an 

important topic like the Holocaust.?  



Oak Hill Times Editorial: A New Way to Think about Grades

Adie K.

Everyone has something to worry about. But one of the most common 

worries in a middle schooler?s life is grades. Whether you worry about grades 

because your parents want A?s, or you want to go to advanced classes in high 

school, grades are one of the most stressful things in a student 's life. The 

grading system works like this: the teacher gives you materials, repeatedly 

reviews them, you memorize it all, then take tests and use that knowledge to 

try and and get 100%. But the only problem is that every person is different, 

some people are unable to learn as fast as others, and some people learn 

faster. This can make it incredibly difficult for some students, and way too 

easy for others. So what?s the solution? The solution is a better, more 

advanced grading system with different levels.  

A new approach could see teachers grade students based upon the  

growth they have shown in a particular unit, rather than knowing 

certain things. This not only makes it easier for students to have 

less stress over grades but also gives teachers the freedom to give 

students grades that they truly deserve. Many teachers here in Oak 

Hill have stated that they want a better grading system, and have 

supported this idea, as well as other students, and even people 

from outside of the state!  

 The grading system will also benefit students who have a different learning style that interferes with 

traditional learning. If there is more freedom, students  are more likely to do better work because they 

know that if they take risks, they can still get good grades, leading to more creativity and better work. 

They are more likely to be happier because their work will most likely be more unique.   

Grade should reflect how students learn and the progress they make.  A grading system that does so will 

empower students and encourage them to learn for the sake of learning.
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